[Home address- this is vital, your MP will only respond if s/he knows you are their constituent]
[Date ]
[MP’s address

You will find details of your MP at : 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps 

enter your postcode into find your MP this will give you their details including  address and e mail] 

Dear [insert name], 
I am very pleased to learn that you are a member of the Breastfeeding Manifesto Coalition and supportive of improving the health of the nation, saving the health service money and addressing inequalities in health through improving awareness of and support for breastfeeding. However, I would like to express my concern that since the arrival of the Coalition Government: 

· The National Best Practice advisors posts( for infant feeding )  have been discontinued 
· The Regional Infant Feeding Lead postholders have not had their contracts renewed 

· Planned pilot projects to support breastfeeding have been suspended 

· Leadership for National Breastfeeding Week  ( including materials )has not been forthcoming  

Evidence shows that breastfeeding is a cost effective way of improving health
 and as such it should be a priority for the Coalition government. Other countries which have had success with raising their breastfeeding rates have all had strong central leadership around this issue.
 
 The Department of Health statement, when announcing the absence of funding and leadership for National Breastfeeding Week was:
"During this transition phase, we will be considering how infant nutrition will be delivered to support better health outcomes."
I would urge you as my MP to write a letter to the Secretary of State for Health to ask that England develop a strategy for infant feeding.  This would be in line with the actions of the 3 other countries of the United Kingdom and with the WHO / UNICEF policy document “The Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding”
.   This identifies:
The primary obligation of governments is to formulate, implement, monitor and evaluate a 
comprehensive national policy on infant and young child feeding 

and notes that the following are essential to ensure that the national policy can be effectively implemented:

· high level political commitment

· effective national coordination

· the development of a detailed action plan 

· adequate resources 

I look forward to hearing from you with your views and to learning how you intend to influence this important agenda.
Yours sincerely ,
[Signature ]

[Name ]

� UK Department of Health (1995) Breastfeeding: Good Practice Guidance to the NHS.


The estimate in this report was a saving of £35 million per year in the treatment of gastroenteritis. (Increasing this by 3 per cent per year (an average rate of inflation) for 14 years (1995 to2009) gives the figure of £52.9 million. From Developing a Breastfeeding Strategy UNICEF UK Baby Friendly Initiative , UNICEF UK 2009 





�Improving Maternal and Infant Nutrition: A Framework for Action: available at : 


 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/13095228





� The Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding (World Health Organization, 2003) 








